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OCEAN WEEK CANADA

Ocean Week Canada is a nationwide
festival of events promoting ocean
connection and conservation,
coinciding with World Ocean Day
(June 8th).

Ocean Week Canada is a led by the
Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition in
collaboration with hundreds of partners
and event hosts across the country. 

Join the wave at www.oceanweek.ca

http://www.colcoalition.ca/


Ocean Week Canada: Celebrating Our Connection to the Ocean

Across geographies and generations, Ocean Week Canada 2024 saw 393 events take place in all
provinces and territories. Throughout these events, culture, language, knowledge systems, and history
were celebrated in unique ways.

The Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition (COLC) has the honour of serving as the national lead for
Ocean Week Canada. Now in its third year, the festival reached hundreds of communities in Canada
and more than 6,000,000 people.

More partners than ever before (411) came together to bring Ocean Week Canada to life this year.
That’s a 75% increase over 2023, and a testament to the growing interest. We are inspired to see the
ways regional hubs are expanding. There were 10 hubs in 2024, up from 6 in 2023, and each engaging
communities in grassroots efforts to strengthen societal-ocean connections. 

The Community Grants program also expanded this year. COLC distributed 49 grants totalling $111,891
to support community events, artists and creators, and the Ocean Week Canada movement. Each one
of those grantees created an experience that helps to build public knowledge of the ocean, strengthen
ocean values, and inspire action to protect it.

Ocean Week Canada is an essential part of collaborative efforts to restore a healthy relationship
between people and the ocean. Our own health and community well-being, regardless of where we
each call home, are dependent on this relationship.

Enjoy the report. Onwards together.

Diz Glithero
Executive Director, Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition



203,957
EVENT PARTICIPANTS

(in-person & virtual)

Based on 
participant

tracking from 
46% of events
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EVENT HOSTS
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E v e n t s

Partners
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Online Community

Broad Public Reach

1,829,291
PEOPLE ENGAGING
WITH OWC ONLINE

(organic social media, website
traffic, newsletters, video views)

393
EVENTS

4,518,256
PEOPLE REACHED

THROUGH ADVERTISING

2,033,659
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ENGAGED NATIONWIDE

6,551,915
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NATIONWIDE

OCEAN WEEK CANADA 2024 
IMPACT SUMMARY



EVENTS



106

55
47

39
15

32
5

4
42

23 15 2

LOCATIONS

44

There were a total of 

across Canada during 
Ocean Week 2024

393 e vents

a 100% increase 
over 2023

Virtual



Regional hubs are the anchors of Ocean Week Canada. 

These regional teams of collaborating partners organize events,
coordinate media relations, and strengthen ties between
organizations in their regions. 

REGIONAL HUBS
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Spotlight on Event Representation 
& Accessibility
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(In-person, public events) (virtual events)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LoYIY5C-B7RCi-AIvQVWpg8u4McDOtWp/view


EVENT HOSTS
& PARTNERS



411
Unique
Participating
Organizations*

75%
increase from 2023

63%
increase from 2023

81%
increase from 2023

217
Hosts

228
Partners

Register now for OWC 2025: 
oceanweek.ca/register

*Some organizations served as event hosts, some as partners, and
some as both. A full list of event hosts and partners can be found
at the end of this report.

EVENT HOSTS & PARTNERS



EVENT HOST SURVEY
29% of event hosts completed the survey before
July 31, 2024, providing data for 46% of events

55%

97% 

98% 

of event hosts held more than one event

of event hosts said that Ocean Week
Canada met or exceeded expectations

of event hosts recommend Ocean
Week Canada to other organizations



Top benefits of Ocean Week
Canada 2024 to event hosts:
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Increased participation in their event(s)  (90%)

Increased social media attention (86%) 

Connecting with other local ocean organizations in
Canada (81%)

Increased funding support for ocean outreach and
engagement events (80%)

Connecting local events to the international ocean
community and influencing ocean policy (78%)

Increased media coverage (76%)

Connecting with national ocean organizations in
Canada (73%)
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$111,891
in funding distributed

Spotlight on Community Grant-Funded Events
Established in 2023, the Ocean Literacy Community Grants Program provides funding for events, creators,
schools, and early career ocean professionals. In 2024, the program supported a variety of events and arts
initiatives that took place during Ocean Week Canada.

49
Grants Awarded

39.4%
of projects organized by
Indigenous leadership
and partnerships

79%
increase from 2023

87%
increase from 2023

38.4%
increase from 2023
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of grantees said their
events contributed to...

PERCENTAGE

84%

66%

72%

100%
of grantees said the funds made
a difference for their events 
(69% said the funds were essential and their event
wouldn’t have happened otherwise)
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Community Grant Recipients
Regional Hub Grants

Eagle Wing Tours (Ocean Week Victoria)
Loless Blue Beauty (Ocean Week Toronto)
Oceans North (Ocean Week Halifax)
Petty Harbour Mini Aquarium (Ocean Week St. John's)

Community Event Grants
ACAP Humber Arm
British Columbia Environmental Film Festival
Canoe Cultures Society
Exploring By The Seat Of Your Pants
Ghost Gear Disappear
Hamlet of Cambridge Bay
Health and Social Research Centre 
Jakeman All Grade
Jill Heinerth
Le Sillage
Legal Advocates for Nature's Defence
Les Gentils
Nerissa Kassis
Ottawa Riverkeeper
Pictou County Partnership
Rustico Surf Club
Seaquaria Ocean Education (World Fisheries Trust)
Sunshine Coast Conservation Association
United Nations Association in Canada
Viventem
Western Canada Community Projects Society



Community Grant Recipients
Beach Cleanup Grants

Clean UP Barrie
Disco Pickup ET
Green Hope Foundation
Mind Your Plastic
Mission 1000 tonnes
Quadra Island Beach Clean Dream Team
Riverport Community Centre
Scotian Shores
Surfrider Foundation Canada
The Cloud Factory

Blue Creator & Featured Artist Grants
BluHeron Collective
CarolAnne Black Consulting Science Writers
George Woodhouse
Jesse Campbell
Nico Paula
Red Fish Arts Studio
Rosie Poirier
Southern Gulf Islands Whale Sighting Network (SIMRES)
The Unnatural Disaster Theatre Co.
Vincent Dumoulin



Spotlight on the Featured Artists
BluHeron CollectiveIn 2024, seven artists were

featured with a focus on
‘Art- Action’, recognizing
that art does more than
describe our world. Art is a
dynamic force of individual
and collective makers of all
kinds, helping us to imagine
possible better worlds in
stories about our hopes
and fears for the planet, its
waters, and each other. 

The Unnatural Disaster 
Theatre Co.Vincent Dumoulin

Rosie Poirier

Jesse Campbell

Red Fish Arts Studio

Tiare Boyes



ONLINE
COMMUNITY



1,668,417
people reached through
organic social media 

Join Ocean Week Canada online!

@OceanWeekCanada

@oceanweek_canada

ONLINE 
COMMUNITY

continued



continued

SUBSCRIBE

2,738 
people subscribed to the Ocean
Week Canada mailing list

34 
third party stories 
(e.g,. blogs, newsletters)

https://colcoalition.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=53abf8238fcdc7a9448ca9f01&id=02cb7b04b2


34,904
Website Unique Users 

7,717
Blue Learning Lab Views

Visit www.oceanweek.ca

123,205
Video Views

75,097
Event Portal Views 

continued



MEDIA &
ADVERTISING



MEDIA ATTENTION

STORY
TYPES

7.1%

84.3%

7.1% 1.4%
Ocean
Week

Canada

Local News
& Events

LifestyleScience
News

2368
Ocean Week Canada 
2024 media stories

23
Press Releases from

19 
Partners



4,518,256
people saw advertisements and paid
promotions about Ocean Week Canada 2024

ADVERTISING & 
PROMOTION

 OWC AD
VIEWS

2.6%

83.7%

12.9%

0.8%

Google

Meta

CBC

Other



OCEANS OCEAN

CAMPAIGN MESSAGING

Drop the S 
From ripples to waves: Your actions have
an impact on the ocean, from local to
global. It starts with just one drop. There
is only one global ocean. #DropTheS 

WATCH NOW: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN9-9GJ2iCM&t=6s



PARTNERS &
EVENT HOSTS



OCEAN WEEK CANADA 2024 
NATIONAL PARTNERS

The Ocean Week Canada annual celebration has been made possible in part through
the Government of Canada, Oceans Management Contribution Program.



2024 EVENT HOSTS
ACAP Humber Arm
Alliance Française à Halifax
ApneaCity
Aquarium du Québec
Aquatic Biosphere Society of Canada
Atlantic Canada Coastal and Estuarine Science Society
Atlantic Coastal Action Program Saint John
Back Road Productions
Back to the Sea Society
Bay of Fundy Ecosystem Partnership (BoFEP)
Bay Roberts Public Library
BC Salmon Farmers Association
Beavers Club
Benjamin Von Wong
BGC Yukon
Bishop Lloyd Middle School
BluHeron Collective
Botwood Mural Arts Society
British Columbia Environmental Film Festival
Buffalo Lake Métis Settlement
Buttwatch

Canadian Coast Guard
Canadian Geographic
Canadian High Arctic Research Station (CHARS)
Canadian Museum of Nature
Canadian Network for Ocean Education (CaNOE)
Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition
Canadian Orca Rescue Society
Canadian Whale Institute
Canoe Cultures Society
Carleton Heights P.S.
CarolAnne Black Consulting Science Writers
Cascadia Seaweed
Chain of Lakes parkrun
Chef's Table Society of British Columbia
Cinémathèque québécoise
Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly
City of Calgary
City of Vancouver
Clayoquot Action
Clean UP Barrie
Clover Point parkrun

continued



Coastal Action
Communauté des possibles
Comox Strathcona Waste Management
CPAWS New Brunswick,
CPAWS-NS
Crofton Elementary School
Dalhousie University Club
Debbie Sharpe
Department of Aquatic Resources and Fisheries
Management
Department of Fisheries & Oceans Canada
Disco Pickup ET
Discovery Passage Aquarium
Eagle Wing Tours
écH2osystème
ECOP Canada
Eenchokay Birchstick Schoo
ELLE Gourmet
Esri Canada
Exploramer
Exploring By The Seat Of Your Pants
False Creek Friends
Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic
Food First NL

Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic
Sites
Friends of McNabs Island Society
Frontier School Division
Fundy Biosphere Region
Ghost Gear Disappear
Gorge Waterway Action Society 
Gourmet Markets
Government of Prince Edward Island
Grandmothers Advocacy Network
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority
Green Hope Foundation
Green Marine
Gulf of Georgia Cannery National Historic Site
Hammond River Angling Association
Health and Social Research Centre (HSRC)
Idylle arts vivants
In Focus Canada
Ingenium
Institut des Sciences de la Mer de Rimouski (ISMER)
Jakeman All Grade
Jane Goodall Institute Global's Roots and Shoots
Jennifer Jenkins
Jesse Campbell
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Jill Heinerth
Johnson Geo Centre
Kelp in Hand
Kendra Nelson
Kiwanis parkrun
KSF Montréal
Lac McGlashan Lake Association
Lakecrest Independent School
Le Sillage
Legal Advocates for Nature's Defence
Les Gentils
LIVE IT
Loless Blue Beauty
Lynne St Jean
Maison 4:3
MAMKA
Marché Jean-Talon
Marine Education and Research Society
Marine Stewardship Initiative
Maritime Museum of BC
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic
MEC Halifax
Mer Tales Ocean Journeys
Metro Vancouver

Mi'kmaq Alsumk Mowimsikik Koqoey Association
Mind Your Plastic
Mining Justice Action Committee
Mission 1000 tonnes
Misty Bloomstrand
Moussette parkrun
Musée de la civilisation
Naagan
Nanaimo Science
Natural Resources Canada
Nerd Nite Halifax
New Brunswick Environmental Network (NBEN) Youth
Environmental Action Network
Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association
Niagara Children's Water Festival
Niagara Region
Nico Paulo
NMCA Committee
North Delta Girl Guides
Nova Scotia Underwater Council
Novarium
Oak Bay Marine Group
Oak Learners Inc.
Ocean Frontier Institute, Dalhousie University 
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Ocean Networks Canada
Ocean School (ONF / NFB and Dalhousie University)
Ocean Week Campbell River
Ocean Week Fogo Island
Ocean Week Halifax
Ocean Week Victoria
Ocean Wise
Oceanographers in your classroom
Oceans North
Oceanspire
One Straw Society
Organisation Bleue (Semaine de l'océan)
Ottawa Riverkeeper
Pacific Rim Art Society
Pacific Wild
Pemsɨk Mawa’tasikl Anko’tmu’kl
Pender Island Conservancy
Peninsula Streams Society
Petty Harbour Mini Aquarium
Pictou County Partnership
Port de Québec
Port of Nanaimo
Quadra Island Beach Clean Dream Team
Queer Embroidery and Cross Stitching Workshop

RBC
Red Fish Arts Studio
Réseau Québec Maritime
Ripley's Aquarium of Canada
River Institute
River Valley
Riverport Community Centre
Riverside parkrun
Rosa Alaimo
Ross Bay Pub
Royal BC Museum
Rustico Surf Club
S Rose Diler
Science World
Scotian Shores
Sea Smart
Seaquaria Ocean Education (World Fisheries Trust)
Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea
Sir John Franklin Elementary
Sixty Watt Trivia
SOI Foundation
Sooke Region Museum and Visitor Centre
South Island SUP
Southern Gulf Islands Whale Sighting Network (SIMRES)
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St. Anthony Basin Resources Inc
St. Francis Xavier University Biology Department - X-
Oceans Outreach
Star Cinema
Stonehammer UNESCO Global Geopark
Sunshine Coast Conservation Association
Surfrider Foundation Canada
Surfrider Foundation South Vancouver Island
Surfriders Foundation Atlantic
Sustainable Oceans Conference
The Cloud Factory
The Coastal Access Project
The Discovery Centre (Halifax)
The Global Sustainable Islands Summit
The Loon Foundation
The Ocean in our life
The Public Service
The Unnatural Disaster Theatre Co.
The Whale Sanctuary Project
Torpedo Rays Scuba Adventures
Town of Burgeo
Tsawout First Nation - Fisheries Team
Ucluelet Aquarium Society
UNESCO-designated Fundy Biosphere Region

United Nations Association in Canada
Université du Québec à Rimouski (UQUAR)
Vancouver Aquarium
Vancouver Maritime Museum
Viventem
W.E. Gowling P.S
Water Rangers
Watersheds Canada
Western Canada Community Projects Society
Whale Sanctuary Project, St Mary's Municipality
World Oceans Day Committee Newfoundland and
Labrador

continued



ACAP Humber Arm
ACAP Saint John
Africville Heritage Trust
AHOI
Alexa
APECS-France
Apnea City
Aquadrone
Aquarium du Québec
Aquatic Biosphere Society of Canada
Arcadia Earth 
ArcticNet
Arrondissement Rivière-des-Prairies-Pointe-aux-
Trembles
Ashley Anne Clark
Atlantic Healthy Oceans Initiative and the Marine
Institute
Atlantic Lottery Corporation
AURA Body + Home 
Back to the Sea Society
Barrie Families Unite
Bay d’Espoir Academy
Beyond the Pale Brewing

Biodôme de Montréal
Blue Standard by Oceanic Global Sharkfree*
Botwood Academy
British Columbia Institute of Technology
Brock University
Burgeo First Nation
By 'da Bay Trails
Canada Council for the Arts 
Camosun College
Campobello Whale Rescue
Canadian Coast Guard College
Canadian Commission for UNESCO
Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society-NL Chapter
Canadians Parks and Wilderness Society
Canoe Cultures Society
Canoe Restaurant 
Career Connections
CDC de La pointe région Est de Montréal
Centre de services scolaire des Phares
Chaire d'excellence en enseignement UQTR - sur
l'appropriation de questions technoscientifiques
d'actualité

continued

2024 EVENT PARTNERS



Chaire en Éducation à l'Environnement et au
Développement Durable UQAR-Desjardin
City of Nanaimo
Club April Marine
Collectif Mange ton Saint-Laurent
Compagnie des autres
Community Eelgrass Restoration Initiative
Concord Pacific
Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq
Conseil des arts de Montréal
Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec
Conservation Corps NL
Conservation Council of New Brunswick
Cooke Aquaculture
Corduroy Brook Enhancement Association
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society- Newfoundland
Creative Gros Morne
Centre for Circus Arts Research, Innovation and
Knowledge Transfer 
Diving into the Darkness
DJ Abeille
Doorspec
Dragon Boat Festival
Dunrobin Distilleries

Eastern Front Theatre (Dartmouth)
EastLink Community TV
EATABLE 
Exploring By The Seat Of Your Pants
ECOP Canada
ELLE Gourmet 
Emily Howard
Exploramer
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Fisheries Land and Resources
Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic
Fishing for Success
Food Vibes
Friends of Forage Fish
Friends of the Attawapiskat River
Future of Marine Ecosystems Research Lab
Girl Guides of Canada - Saskatchewan
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
Government of Nova Scotia
Hôtel Zéro 1
How to Protect the Ocean 
Iceberg Vodka
Idylle Arts Vivants
Institut France-Québec maritime

continued



Indigenous Leadership Initiative
Indigitech/Indigenous Friends Association
Institut France-Québec pour la coopération scientifique
en appui au secteur maritime
Irving Nature Park
Jakeman All Grade
Joey's Fishing
John William Boich Public School 
Jump! 106.9
Kite Arcade
La Baleine Nomade
Let's Talk Science
Loless Blue Beauty
MacEwan University
Maisy's Pearl 
Mammoet
Maple 3
Marine Stewardship Council 
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic
Memorial University
Mermaids Make Waves
Metis Nation of BC
Mi'kmaq Alsumk Mowimsikik Koqoey Association
Miawpukek First Nation
Mission 1000 Tonnes
Mowi

Multi-Électronique
Musée de la Mémoire vivante
Naagan 
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology 
Natasha van Netten
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council
of Canada
Nature Canada
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Network School (EER)
New Brunswick Environmental Network
New World Island Academy
Niagara Coastal
Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
NMCA Committee
NORTH Water 
Ocean Legacy 
Ocean Legacy Foundation
Ocean School (ONF / NFB and Dalhousie University)
Ocean Week Halifax
Ocean Wise
Oceanic Global 
Oceans Network Canada
Oceans North
Oh Hey PEI
Oliver & Bonacini

continued



On the Dock Eatery
Ontario Power Generation
Open Coast Gin
Open Space Arts Society
Optimal Show Experience
Organisme des bassins versants de la capitale
Ottawa Riverkeeper
Outside Expeditions
Pacific Wild
PADI Mermaid Instructor Alanna Canaran
Parks Canada
Parlons Sciences
Patagonia
Paysage Gourmand
Peaks and Barrels
Pending
Piper-Heidsieck Champagne 
Point Leamington Academy
Pomp & Sass 
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation in Canada (FPA2)
Propeller Brewery
Qalipu
Qikiqtaaluk Corporation
Quebec Maritime Networks (RQM)
Québec-Océan

Raincoast Conservation Foundation
Random Island Academy
Ressources aquatiques Québec
Ripley's Aquarium
River Clyde Arts
Rosie Poirier 
RPM Productions
RX for Renewal 
Schnitzer Steel
Science Odyssey (NSERC)
Semaine de l'océan Québec (Organisation Bleue)
Sharkwater
Shift Coastal Technologies
SOI Foundation
Solgaard Nyx Foundation
SPARC
Speak Up for the Blue 
St. Catharines
Stalk & Barrel Whisky 
Steady Entertainment
Stoic Beauty Skincare
Stratégies Saint-Laurent
Stratus Vineyards 
Students Rebuild

continued



Sun Bum
Surfrider Foundation Canada
Surfrider Foundation Canada - Atlantic Chapter and
Dalhousie Club
Surfrider Vancouver
Sustainable Ocean Alliance 
Tah’lum Indigenous Artists Collective
Taiga Héritage Laurentien
Talaysay Tours
Technoscience Est-du-québec
Technoscience Région métropolitaine
Telus National Sustainability Council 
The Discovery Centre (Halifax)
The Marine Institute
The Pearle Hotel 
The Royal Canadian Geographical Society
The Songhees and Esquimalt Nations
Torpedo Rays Scuba Adventures
Tourism Nanaimo
Tourism Richmond
Town of Burgeo
Town of Trout River
Treehouse

Twillingate Island Elementary
Twillingate Lion’s Club
Université du Québec à Rimouski (UQAR)
University of Alberta
Vancouver Island University (Deep Bay Marine Field
Station)
Vancouver Maritime Museum
Vieux-Port de Montréal
Vision 3
Water Rangers 
Water Sommelier Canada 
Western Marine Institute
Western University
White Hills Academy
Windsure
Wintercroft
World Fisheries Trust
World Wildlife Fund Canada
Yasmin Schepens
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BluHeron Collective
Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition
Critical Distance
Eagle Wing Tours
Jakeman All Grade
Jesse Campbell
Loless Beauty
Mission 1000 Tonnes
Ocean Week Fundy
Ocean Week Toronto
Ocean Week Vancouver
Ocean Week Victoria
Ocean Wise
Organisation Bleue
Red Fish Arts Studio
Rosie Poirier

Semaine de l’Océan Québec
Tiare Boyes
Unnatural Disaster Theatre Co.
Vincent Dumoulin
Water Rangers
Rustico Surf Club

PHOTO CREDITS
Photos used in this report are courtesy of the following

organizations and individuals. Thank you!

Thank you to all event hosts that
submitted photos of your event.

If you have not had the chance to submit
your Ocean Week Canada photos and

would like to, please send them to  
media@colcoalition.ca

http://colcoalition.ca/


Ocean Week Canada is nationally coordinated by the Canadian Ocean Literacy
Coalition (COLC) project office. COLC works with hundreds of partners and event
hosts each year to coordinate a national program of events. 

SAVE THE DATE
OCEAN WEEK CANADA 2025
Sunday June 1 - Sunday June 8

https://colcoalition.ca/
https://colcoalition.ca/

